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merely ou. the suif ace, and to indicate rather two stages of human culture
whether these different stages succeed each other at different periods,
as regards the whole mass of society, or co exist in its various component
parts at one time, producing on the mass at different epochs, or on differ
ent classes of men at one and the same epoch, two veiy divergent spmtual
impressions, fiom the same physical and psychological phenomena
The BJwot Nibundh affords ample confirmation of the facts alleged in
these papers on Wai en, which were at first received with some degree of
surprise, if not of incredulity, among European readers living far alike
from the scene of such occurrences, and fioni that epoch of civilization
in which alone they could have place, and who, from education, had
been accustomed to a view of darmonmo possessions not perhaps in its
inmost significance materially different from that taken by the writer,
but extremely so as to the mode, the order, and the immediate mstru
ments of the spiritual agency or influence,—(the dominion of that
murderer from the beginning, who hath the power of death, and goeth
about stout leo rugiens, scourging and oppressing man under every
form of permitted physical evil)—which all alike acknowledge to be
exerted in these manifestations
' Among the Cingalese the same beliefs and neaily the same piocesses
obtain as among the Mahrattas and the people of Goozerat An English
clergyman, resident in Ceylon, who had long observed, with wonder and
interest, the prevalence and influence of these smgulai ideas among the
surrounding population, recognized, in the descriptions of Waren, the
very phenomena which had so often attracted his attention in his own
locality, and bore testimony to a traveller, whose letter is now before us,
to the identity of the two systems
' They are not, however, even at this day, wholly limited to India
The performances of the fasting chiefs of the Native American tribes,
and of the Siberian magicians, as described by recent travellers, bear
& considerable resemblance to those attributed to the Bhukts who court
and attain, to Waren
' But perhaps the most singular and complete analogy to the Hindoo
system of Bhoots is to be found in a quarter where we should have been
little prepared to meet it in the nineteenth century In the course of
last year, two or three long papers appeared in the Dublin University
Magazine, on the Popular Superstitions of the Irish, and the details
there given regarding the class of fairies called sidds, or earth deities,
and their power over human bodies, exhibit a wonderful correspondence,
not only in the general tram of popular thought, but sometimes even
in the most minute and singular particulars,—especially the possession
of women, alienated consciousness, fevers, and other obstinate or
anomalous diseases,—with those described in the Waren papers and the
Shoot NibundJi It is both curious and satisfactory to see the facts
stated in the first attempt to portray the daimonology of India, many of
them of a very singular character, confirmed by parallelisms in places
so remote from each other We might indeed have expected $ pnon,
that the daimonological creed, and manifestations witnessed in the

